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Chairman's report..... from Ed Cooper 
 
SPOKES has been instrumental in clarifying 
the true meaning of West Berkshire Councils 
botched consultation on the proposals to 
pedestrianise Newbury Market Place.  A 
proposal that, if taken at face value, I suspect 
all cyclists would support.  However in the 
small print of their consultation document were 
the words "As in Northbrook Street, cyclists 
should walk their bikes through Market Place".  
This is factually incorrect and if implemented 
would in effect ban cyclist from the centre of 
Newbury. 
 

 
 

Conflicting Signs for Cyclists in Central Newbury 
(source: Newbury Weekly News) 

 
SPOKES therefore put a question to the 
Council Executive meeting on 14th April and 
received verbal clarification that it is the 
Council's intention to ban cycling but only if 
alternative routes are provided.  In other words 
the consultation document produced by the 
Council is incorrect and misleading.  This 
prospective ban is based upon a decision 
taken some years ago as part of the Newbury 
Vision 2025 process, before SPOKES existed. 
 
SPOKES is now seeking clarification on what 
could be construed as an "alternative routes" 
and is seeking to get agreement that any 
alternative routes have to be agreed by 
SPOKES and the Councils own Cycle Forum 
before they are accepted as being viable 

alternatives.  Personally I cannot see how 
there can be an alternative to Market Street / 
Bartholomew Street and Northbrook Street for 
cyclists wishing to access shops etc.  Rest 
assured we will fight any ban and we may need 
to call on members support in this process. 
 
Making National Magazine – “ Cycling 
Plus”  
Two new bridges, largely fought for and won by 
members of the British Horse Society will be of 
great benefit to cyclists too. Both are near 
junction 13 of the M4, just north of Newbury, 
Berks. The first is a brand-new construction, 
just south of the junction, in an area rich in 
bridleways and byways beloved of off-roaders 
and horse-riders, which can now be linked 
much more effectively. The second is an 
upgrading of an existing bridge originally built 
to footpath standard only. They provide 
essential links between Newbury, Chieveley, 
Snelsmore Country Park and beyond onto the 
Ridgeway Downs. 
 

 
New Bridge over M4 for horse riders AND cyclists 

 
Your Streets This Quarter 
From Kevin Bushell (Highways officer) 
 
Lambourn new bridge, Shaw 
You may have seen the new foot/cycle bridge 
which was installed over the Lambourn close to 
Walton Way. By the time you read this, works 
on the approach ramps should be completed.  
This represents a useful link between the 
residential Shaw/Turnpike area and Faraday 
Rd industrial area. The bridge itself is a 
handsome wooden structure placed on the 
alignment of the disused railway crossing, and 
it's a most welcome addition to the cycling 
infrastructure of the district. However, Spokes' 
inspections of the surrounding routes found 
that the (predominantly) shared-use provision 



for cyclists to get to the bridge from either 
direction is disappointing.  It's a real shame 
because the footpaths have only recently been 
upgraded, obviously to designs drawn-up by a 
non-cyclist. Unfortunately WBC did not consult 
Spokes on provision for cyclists to and from the 
bridge. If Spokes had been consulted we would 
have pointed out all the flaws before 
implementation, and ensured better use of your 
hard-earned council tax money. 
 
Bath Road / Henwick Lane junction traffic 
lights, Thatcham. 
There has been a lot of tinkering with the lights 
and footways at this junction over recent 
weeks.  Spokes has sought clarification of the 
works being undertaken, but received none 
from WBC. It is clear that different 
configurations of traffic signal have been tried. 
Comically, one configuration provisioned for a 
cycle-crossing of Henwick Lane - straight into 
the back yard of the house on the corner!). 
 

 
Cyclist Using the A4 at Benham Hill 

 
Benham Hill (A4), Thacham/Newbury 
Spokes wrote to WBC expressing, in the 
strongest terms, its opposition to the recently 
altered lane structure, which provisions an 
additional westbound lane at the expense of 
lane-width. Spokes has had reports from 
members complaining that carriageway 
harassment has increased, with motorists 
passing with insufficient safety margin.  It 
appears that this change was not promulgated 
or consulted in the normal way, but may have 
been rushed through as some political 
expedient. Spokes has asked WBC to provide 
its safety audit. 
 
 

 
Lorry and Car Using A4 Benham Hill – Is there 

Enough space for them, let alone a cyclist too? 
 
Chicanery completed, Cold Ash 
Late last summer Spokes was consulted on 
changes proposed to the much-loved chicanes 
at Cold Ash. Many of our comments were 
accommodated, but crucially, our argument 
that less than 1m is insufficient for a cycle by-
pass was rejected (owing to insufficient funds 
to alter it). We recently took the opportunity to 
review how the changes have worked. In the 
main we are pleased - the approach lanes to 
the bypasses are a good addition. However, a 
couple of the bypasses are very narrow 
(around 65cm) which is barely enough room to 
pedal through, and as our comments predicted, 
they are not used, consequently filling with 
road debris and detritus. 
 
 

 
A 95cm Cycle By Pass at Cold Ash 

 
Oxford Road / Western Avenue proposals, 
Newbury 
WBC has been designing a scheme to 
introduce new pelican and zebra crossings on 
Western Avenue and Oxford Rd. Spokes has 
taken the opportunity to press for 



improvements in the provisions for cyclists at 
the Waitrose roundabout. We have been 
working closely with WBC Highways 
department to achieve this. At present there is 
a series of flawed, discontinuous and 
potentially dangerous mixture of segregated 
and non-segregated shared-footway, which 
require cyclists to perform all manner of 
extraordinary manoeuvres in order to use them 
legally and socially. Spokes has concentrated 
on working with WBC to address the main 
problems of continuity, and we hope to achieve 
a satisfactory conclusion. 
 

 
Looking West along Western Avenue – what is the 

cyclist meant to do? 
 
Falcon Roundabout proposals, Tadley 
WBC Highways has consulted Spokes 
(amongst others) on possible solutions to the 
problems of high-speed motorists who prevent 
greater usage of this roundabout by cyclists. 
WBC has understood and accepted our 
comments and is likely to recommend changes 
later this year. We hope to see the proposed 
design before it goes to Transport Committee 
for approval. 
 
Market Place and Wharf St proposals, 
Newbury 
See Chairman’s report. 
 
Bridle path 18 (Bridge and re-routing proposal), 
Thatcham 
Spokes has received notification that WBC 
wishes to partially re-route the bridleway, and 
to close the level crossing of the railway. In 
isolation the proposals seem quite inert or 
indeed sensible, but a little knowledge and 

context will reveal how potentially damaging 
the proposals are.  WBC is constructing a 
bridge to cross the railway, but the bridge 
design facilitates only walking - you cannott 
ride across on a bike or horse. Spokes 
believes that bridle path 18 represents an 
excellent quiet route, ripe for upgrading to take 
cycle traffic safely up the hill between 
Thatcham and Greenham Common area 
without resorting to the narrow and steep 
Bury's Bank Road.  The proposed re-routing 
and closure jeopardises that plan. Spokes will 
write to object to the proposals, and insist that 
there is no re-routing or closure until a bridge 
suitable for cycling and horse riding is 
provisioned. 
 
Theale village to station proposal 
Spokes has been consulted on proposals to 
improve access to Theale station from the 
village.  Much of the proposal is sensible, but 
we have expressed concern at proposals to 
introduce flawed shared-use footways, which 
reduce the priority of cyclists, in the vicinity of 
the station. We hope to work with WBC to 
resolve the problems. 
 
Bike Week  
Annual Cycle Count 
June 16th will see the fourth annual cycle count 
in Newbury. This is an important event for both 
SPOKES and West Berkshire Council (WBC).  
WBC increase their stoke of statistics about 
cyclists, and SPOKES receive funding for 
carrying out the survey. 

The count takes places in the during the 
morning rush hour over 20 different points in 
the area. If you would like to help please 
contact the SPOKES Chair or Secretary. 

 

 
Enjoy a Pedalling Picnic During Bike Week 

 
 



 
CCN News 
According to the Department for Transport's 
traffic survey, cycling in Great Britain fell by 
14% in the second quarter of 2004 and 21% 
in the third quarter, both by comparison with 
the same periods in 2003. These represent 
some of the biggest changes in cycle use that 
have ever been recorded over a single year. 

The DfT traffic surveys have often been 
criticised for under-estimating total cycle use, 
but the data has proved to be consistent 
across time even if it is incomplete. For this 
reason the surveys are considered to be a 
reasonable barometer of changes in cycling 
activity. 

The summer of 2004 was particularly wet, but 
not more so than other summers within the 
last decade that have not suffered falls in 
cycling anything like as great. It seems 
unlikely, therefore, that the weather alone was 
responsible. Some people noted a good deal 
of press coverage about the 'dangers' of 
cycling last year - did that contribute to the 
downfall? 

Whatever the reasons, it may require more 
effort than ever to get � � growth in cycle use 
back on track. 
 
CPAG News 
Riding On the Pavement 
The number of fixed penalties issued by the 
police in England and Wales to cyclists riding 
on the pavement increased from 665 in 1999 to 
821 in 2000. The number of penalties issued 
for driving a motor vehicle on the pavement 
rose from 377 in 1999 to 788 in 2000. 
 
Underspend for Cycling 
The DfT underspsent its budget by £106.3m in 
the last financial year. This money was then 
used, in part, for a £10m award to Sustrans for 
the NCN, and £570,000 to fund the cycle 
parking at railways project. 
 
Cycle protective headgear 
Mr Gordon Marsden MP (Lab - Blackpool 
South) asked about helmet wearing levels. The 
DfT responded with the latest TRL survey from 
2002 that shows that 25.1% of all adult cyclists 
wore a helmet, while 25.7% of adult cyclists 
and 15.3% of child cyclists were doing so. The 
DfT minister, Mr Jamieson, said that they 
continue to monitor wearing rates and that a 

new survey was carried out in 2004. It is hoped 
that the report on this will be published in 2005. 
 
Membership Details 
Families can join SPOKES for only £5 a year; 
individual subscription is £3; £1 unwaged. 
Send your name, address, phone number and 
e-mail address to Graham Hunt, SPOKES 
Membership Secretary. 

Events. If you would like any events to be 
advertised here, please contact the Events Co-
ordinator, contact details at the end of the 
Newsletter. 

Adverts. Please contact the Editor if you would 
like to place an advertisement in this 
newsletter. 

Articles. If you would like to contribute or have 
any ideas you would like to suggest please 
contact the Editor. 

Contact details for Spokes 
Chairman Ed Cooper 

chairman@westberkshirespokes.org 

Secretary secretary@westberkshirespokes.org 

Highways Kevin Bushell 
kevin.bushell@bigfoot.com 

Newsletter 
Editor 

Fiona.Steele@vodafone.com 
Or 
secretary@westberkshirespokes.org 

Treasurer/ 
Membership 

Graham Hunt, 77 Enborne Road, 
Newbury RG14 6AP  
01635 45036 
Graham.Hunt1@virgin.net 

Events 
Coordinator 

secretary@westberkshirespokes.org 

Training Angela McMahon 
angelamcmahon@waitrose.com 

General 
contact 
address 

West Berkshire SPOKES 
14 Wansey Gardens 
Newbury 
RG14 2SJ 

Enquiries 0845 408 5973 
 

10% Discount 
Show your Spokes Membership card at the 
following local stores and receive a 10% discount: 
 
Banjo Cycles, 109, Bartholomew St, Newbury 
Tel: 01635 43186 
 
The Cycle Shop, 55, Cheap St, Newbury 
Tel: 01635 582100  


